‘Harriet Jacobs Owns Herself’		Name: ___________________________
						Date:  ________________  Hour:  _____

Define the following terms used in this article:

Abolitionist - _______________________________________________________________________________

Chattel - __________________________________________________________________________________

Mulatto - __________________________________________________________________________________

Pillory - ___________________________________________________________________________________

Sheaf - ____________________________________________________________________________________

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
Answer the following questions completely, using complete sentences.

1.  What did the story of Harriet Jacobs teach you about relationships between slaves and slave owners?
SS.H3.6-8.MC
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2.  Given the common occurrence of slave auctions, why were Molly’s white friends horrified to see her being auctioned? SS.H3.6-8.MC          _________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Why did the woman that bought Molly immediately grant her freedom?  SS.H2.6-8 MdC     ________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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3.  Why were slaves forbidden to learn to read or write? ____________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4.  Describe the conditions that Jacobs endured for years while in hiding, waiting for the opportunity to escape.  ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
What do her patience and determination during this time reveal about the condition of slavery itself?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


5.  What did Jacobs mean when she said that slavery was even harder for women than for men?  __________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

6.  Why do you think Molly politely insisted that her daughter Betty not be buried in the Norcom graveyard?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

7.  In what ways does Harriet Jacobs’ account of her life as a slave expand our understanding of slavery? 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

8.  What rights and privileges do you enjoy today that were denied to slaves?  __________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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